
SUPERVISE SAM FOR THE DAY– PARKS & GARDENS

Another early morning start saw me arriving at the depot at 6:30am to meet with the Parks and
Gardens (P&G) team for an overview of the day ahead. After running through the day’s jobs, the team
completed safety checks and prestart preparations before heading out.

The first order of business was street cleaning, as is generally the case for the P&G crew on a Friday
morning. As some people may be aware, we have a new road sweeper which has been getting put to
good use over the past few months, and I couldn’t wait to try it out for myself.

We undertook the prestart checks on the sweeper and then mobilised this with other equipment such
as blowers and rakes to Fenton Place. Work began there before transitioning over to the CRC car park,
followed by more clean-up work around the old tractor shed and gazebo area.

This was when I finally got the chance to jump on the road sweeper myself. After being shown the
basics, I was off and away. The ease with which it turns is impressive, and the effectiveness of the
machine is brilliant. It saves staff a huge amount of time and helps keep our streets and car parks
cleaner on a more consistent basis, freeing up time to focus on other important P&G tasks.
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We then moved over to the hotel car park before heading back to the depot to empty the debris
collected and give the sweeper a thorough clean in the washdown bay. Safe to say my clean hi-vis
jumper didn’t stay clean for long!

After a very quick smoko break, it was time to head out for some mowing. We loaded up the ride-on
mower along with a whipper snipper and made our way to the Sports Pavilion. Now, I’ve ridden ride-on
mowers before, but they’ve always had a steering wheel. The Shire’s ride-ons are zero-turn mowers
controlled with lap bars, which definitely took a bit of getting used to. Thankfully there wasn’t much of
an audience while I figured it out.

At this stage the team split up, with two members watering median strip plants and removing debris,
one mowing the football and hockey ovals, another on the whipper snipper, and myself on the ride-on
mower. After a good hour or so, the lawns on each side of the Pavilion were complete and yes, if the
mow lines are a little wonky, that would be my handiwork.

Throughout the morning, the team talked me through the huge range of work they undertake year-
round, including slashing, mowing, spraying, watering, weeding, planting and much more.

It’s impressive how much such a small team achieves to keep the Shire looking as green, tidy and
welcoming as it does. Their hard work and dedication certainly does not go unnoticed by the Shire,
residents and tourists alike.

At this point it was lunch time, and back to reality for me as the CEO role had a few things to tend to in
the afternoon. A big thank you to the P&G team for having me along for the morning, and keep up the
great work!
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REMINDER: KEEP YOUR
CONTACT DETAILS UP TO DATE

Have you recently moved or changed your postal
address? Now’s the perfect time to make sure
your details are current with the Shire of Wongan-
Ballidu!

Keeping your postal information up to date
ensures you receive important notices like rates,
community updates, and other essential
correspondence without delay. 

 You can easily update your details:
Online:
www.wongan.wa.gov.au/forms/eratesupdate-my-
details/17

Or in person at our Customer Service Centre.

Thank you for helping us stay connected with our
community!
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FLYING DOCTOR DAY – 14 MAY
2026

On Flying Doctor Day, we celebrate the incredible
work of the Royal Flying Doctor Service, a lifeline
for remote and regional communities across
Australia, including ours here in the Shire of
Wongan-Ballidu. 

From urgent medical evacuations to essential
healthcare services, the RFDS has been there for
communities 24/7, delivering expert care with
compassion and commitment. 

Flying Doctor Day is an opportunity to reflect on
the vital role this service plays in regional health
and to recognise the dedicated people behind
the flights. Thank you, for all you do! 

Learn more or show your support at:
flyingdoctorday.com.au

http://www.wongan.wa.gov.au/forms/eratesupdate-my-details/17?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExMjlDRVY0UzZ2QThzMmR3S3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7er9e_VLayIZUiYRMGyx83INooABnJrVrUzqMFpdpGB2daY7WpzBBUq8hbww_aem_D3gJboOC52f8tP2we0RJ9Q
http://www.wongan.wa.gov.au/forms/eratesupdate-my-details/17?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExMjlDRVY0UzZ2QThzMmR3S3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7er9e_VLayIZUiYRMGyx83INooABnJrVrUzqMFpdpGB2daY7WpzBBUq8hbww_aem_D3gJboOC52f8tP2we0RJ9Q
http://flyingdoctorday.com.au/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExMjlDRVY0UzZ2QThzMmR3S3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5javJxmxGAZyoyoybWq08-bbAVyiSKIjfcLrFlja6OYP4Tb-d_ZDQUqccNyg_aem_QvRU__P4mr2tnvioCunh1g
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UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS

SIGN-UP FOR SHIRE E-NEWS

Ordinary Council Meeting
Wednesday 27th May - 3pm - Wongan Hills Council
Chambers

08 9671 2500
www.wongan.wa.gov.au
shire@wongan.wa.gov.au
Shire of Wongan-Ballidu & Wongan Hills CRC
Customer Service Centre
"The Station"
1 Wongan Road (PO Box 84)
WONGAN HILLS WA 6603

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram

STAY IN TOUCH

www.wongan.wa.gov.au/forms/sign-up-to-the-shires-
enewsletter!/24

CURRENT ROADWORKS
CONSTRUCTION CREW -  Old Wongan
Koorda Road 2km gravel resheet.

MAINTENANCE GRADERS – 
Area 1 Ballidu East Road drains and
offshoots, maintenance grade local roads.      
Area 2 Dowerin Kalannie Road drains and
offshoots, maintenance grade local roads.

BACKHOE CREW - Dowerin Kalannie Road
guide post and sign installation.
 
TOWN MAINTENANCE - Street sweeping
and general maintenance.

CONTRACTOR - Verge mulching Silver Road
and Freestone Road.

All Above Worksites Will Be Under The
Direction Of Traffic Management. 

STAY CONNECTED WITH THE
SHIRE 

Want to be the first to know about what’s
happening in the Shire of Wongan-Ballidu? 

Our official Shire e-newsletter is the best way to
keep up with Council news, upcoming projects,
service updates, and opportunities to get involved
in shaping our community. It’s quick, easy, and
delivered straight to your inbox. 

Sign up today:
www.wongan.wa.gov.au/forms/sign-up-to-the-
shires-enewsletter!/24

Stay informed, stay involved, and stay connected!

http://www.wongan.wa.gov.au/forms/sign-up-to-the-shires-enewsletter!/24
http://www.wongan.wa.gov.au/forms/sign-up-to-the-shires-enewsletter!/24
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