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CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF SERVICE: ADELE CAPORN

RECOGNISED BY LIWA AQUATICS

Adele Caporn has been recognised by the Leisure Institute of Western Australia (Aquatics), also known as
LIWA, for her 20 years of service working in pools.

Adele’s journey began when she was swimming laps at her local pool in Pannawonica in 1996, and the
pool manager commented that she should become a swimming teacher. With a love of the water and
two young children at home, she was intrigued by the flexibility and lifestyle such a career could offer.
Adele set about gaining her AUSTSWIM, VacSwim and Pool Supervisor certifications over the next few
years.

When speaking with Adele, she reminisced about the many people she has helped gain confidence and
enjoyment in the water. She has taught young children who were once hesitant even to put their heads
under, and adults who discovered the freedom of swimming a full lap for the first time. Adele still
teaches toddler swimming classes today, saying, “It is my dream to get people to enjoy the water as
much as I do.”

Adele’s career progressed when she began working at
the Waroona Aquatic Centre, often jumping between
different swim programs in a single day, including
Department of Education school swimming lessons. In
2003 she also started working at the Dr Peter Topham
Memorial Swimming Pool in Harvey. Adele has always
loved outdoor pools, and Harvey’s 50-metre pool was her
dream work environment. She worked there as a
swimming teacher and centre supervisor, completing
her Pool Operations qualification to become a pool
manager.

This period of her life was not without challenges. Going
through a divorce and raising two young children, Adele
often woke at 6am for the long commute to Harvey,
while friends and neighbours helped get the children to
and from school. She described this as one of the
hardest times in her life, though happiness was just
around the corner. her time in Fitzroy and remains close
to many friends there.

Adele met Trevor in 2007, when he was still working as a truck driver, and the two fell in love. With four
children between them and Adele still commuting between Waroona and Harvey, she suddenly had a lot
on her plate. When new job opportunities opened up at both pools, Adele found herself torn between a
role closer to home or accepting a full-time position at her dream pool in Harvey. Trevor encouraged her
to pursue the Pool Manager role, reminding her that Harvey was where she was happiest, and that they
would make it work. In 2009, Adele and Trevor were married.



Adele loved working in Harvey, but eventually the workload became too much, and she began searching
for an assistant. After struggling to find someone to take on the position, Trevor stepped up, deciding to
pursue the qualifications needed to become an Assistant Pool Manager. Adele supported him through
his training, and on the day he was finally certified and able to be left on site alone, she handed him the
key and headed home for a well-earned rest.

Once their children had left home, Adele and Trevor began looking for a new opportunity. When they
discovered a two-person team was needed to run the pool in Fitzroy Crossing, they packed up their lives
and headed north. This move gave Adele the chance to return to swim teaching, something she had
dearly missed. Both Adele and Trevor loved the remote lifestyle and consider their time in Fitzroy
Crossing a very special chapter in their lives.

The pool there catered for the entire Fitzroy Valley. In Term 1 they delivered swim programs to schools on
one side of the river, and in Term 4 to schools on the other, with some children travelling more than 100
kilometres to attend lessons. The Garnduwa Festival was another major part of their work, bringing more
than 700 people to the pool in a single day. It often took weeks to return the pool to normal afterwards.

Adele still remembers one particularly touching moment from her final season in Fitzroy. A young boy
saved his cousin from the river during a flood and received a bravery medal. When interviewed, he said
he was able to do what he did because of the swimming lessons Adele had given him. She still thinks
fondly of her time in Fitzroy and remains close to many friends there.
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Eventually, with grandchildren calling them back south, Adele and Trevor bought a house in Mandurah
and worked across several different pools. But with pride in their work and a dream of running their own
pool together, they had yet to find the right fit. That changed when they came across an advertisement
for positions in Wongan Hills. They applied, attended an interview, and before they had even reached
home, they received a phone call offering them the job.

Here in Wongan Hills, Adele is once again working at a 50-metre outdoor pool. She and Trevor take great
pride in providing the community with a pool, changerooms and toilets that are clean, welcoming and
pleasant to use. Adele enjoys being able to offer swimming lessons that build confidence in the water,
and she works hard to ensure the Wongan Hills Memorial Swimming Pool is a safe and enjoyable place
for everyone.

The Shire of Wongan-Ballidu congratulates Adele Caporn on her 20 years of service with LIWA Aquatics
and thanks her for being part of our community. Adele and Trevor do an amazing job at the Wongan
Hills Memorial Swimming Pool, and we are truly grateful to have them here.



NEWSLETTER

NEW EVENT APPLICATION
PROCESS

The Shire of Wongan–Ballidu has introduced a new
Event Application Process for all public events held
on Shire-owned land or property.

If your community group is planning an event, big
or small, on Shire land, buildings, parks or open
spaces, you will now need to complete an Event
Application Form. Applications should be
submitted at least 4 weeks before your event.

This new process helps us:
 ✔️ Streamline event enquiries
 ✔️ Coordinate road closures, bins and logistics
 ✔️ Improve internal approvals
 ✔️ Ensure insurance and safety requirements are
met
 ✔️ Support community groups to run safe and
successful events

🏟 Exemptions:
 Events held inside sports facilities managed by
independent sports councils are not included.
Bookings for those venues should continue to go
through the relevant sports council.

📄 More info or to view the application form:
 👉  www.wongan.wa.gov.au/community/holding-
an-event.aspx

COMMUNITY SURVEY
We want to hear your thoughts on the priorities that
matter most. Tell us what projects should take
centre stage, what opportunities we should explore,
and how we can work together to achieve our
shared vision by completing the Community
Survey.

Why Your Voice Matters:
Council is currently reviewing the Strategic
Community Plan, our guiding document for setting
priorities over the next 4–10 years. This survey is your
chance to help shape the future direction of our
Shire.

Survey Details
Open: 17 November – 8 December 2025
Online
Complete the survey by visiting this link: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3V3FV3H
Or scan the QR code.

Hard Copy
Paper copies are available at:

Ballidu Trading Post
Cadoux Traders
Wongan-Ballidu Seniors 

      Recreation Centre
Wongan Hills CRC

Please return
completed surveys

to the marked drop-
off boxes at each

location by 9.30am,
8 December 2025.
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 CHRISTMAS LIGHT
COMPETITION 2025 

It’s time to make Wongan Hills and Ballidu shine
bright this festive season! 

Turn on your lights between Monday 8
December and Sunday 14 December for the
judges’ scoring and join in the Christmas fun.

To take part, register your address with the Shire
of Wongan-Ballidu Customer Service Centre by
calling 9671 2500. Please note that unregistered
addresses won’t be included in the judging.

 Categories include:
 Wongan Hills Best House (1st, 2nd & 3rd)
 Wongan Hills Best Business/Public Building
 Ballidu Best House
 Ballidu Best Business/Public Building

Winners will be announced at the Australia Day
Breakfast 2026. 

Let’s make our towns sparkle with Christmas
spirit! 

LAST WEEK TO NOMINATE
FOR THE 
COMMUNITY 
SERVICE AWARDS!

Do you know someone who goes above and
beyond for our community? 

Nominations are now open for the 2026 Shire of
Wongan-Ballidu Community Service Awards,
recognising outstanding contributions in the
following categories:
 Citizen of the Year
 Young Citizen of the Year (under 36)
 Community Event of the Year
 Community Group of the Year

Help us celebrate the people and groups who
make our Shire such a great place to live!

Nominations close 4:00pm, Monday 1 December
2025. Winners announced on Australia Day 2026!

Visit our website for all the information you need,
nomination form and guidelines:
www.wongan.wa.gov.au/council/governance/com
munityserviceawards.aspx

http://www.wongan.wa.gov.au/council/governance/communityserviceawards.aspx?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExbjVGS0VmWXI4TEJxclRURgEeYVNTrJ-yQ6S0ozyBRWDO-90Pkn3Pj_j9qHvqVLtE8Gsk-N2pwuVXZkQ1Qb4_aem_a2Kh_DbIESDpadkV6Wt8EQ
http://www.wongan.wa.gov.au/council/governance/communityserviceawards.aspx?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExbjVGS0VmWXI4TEJxclRURgEeYVNTrJ-yQ6S0ozyBRWDO-90Pkn3Pj_j9qHvqVLtE8Gsk-N2pwuVXZkQ1Qb4_aem_a2Kh_DbIESDpadkV6Wt8EQ


UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS

SIGN-UP FOR SHIRE E-NEWS

Ordinary Council Meeting
Wednesday 17  December - 3pm - Wongan Hills Shire
Chambers

th

08 9671 2500
www.wongan.wa.gov.au
shire@wongan.wa.gov.au
Shire of Wongan-Ballidu & Wongan Hills CRC
Customer Service Centre
"The Station"
1 Wongan Road (PO Box 84)
WONGAN HILLS WA 6603

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram

STAY IN TOUCH
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www.wongan.wa.gov.au/forms/sign-up-to-the-shires-
enewsletter!/24

CURRENT ROADWORKS
CONSTRUCTION CREW – Various Locations
Maintenance Grading and Ballidu East Road
Reconstruction. 
 
BACKHOE CREW –  Ballidu East Road Verge
Mulching and Wongan Townsite Backfilling
Kerbline and Footpath.
 
MAINTENANCE GRADERS –   Brennan Road,
Conway Road and The Lane.
 
MAINTENANCE CREW – Waddington Road
Crossover Seal Repairs and Various
Locations Sign Maintenance.

 
TOWN MAINTENANCE – Various Locations
Street Tree Pruning and Backfilling Kerbline
and Footpaths.

CONTRACTORS 
– Shields Cresent Footpath Installation. 
– Ganzer Street Asphalt Work. 

All Above Worksites Will Be Under The
Direction Of Traffic Management. 

HARVEST BAN SMS SERVICE
The Shire of Wongan-Ballidu provides a free
emergency SMS service to advise residents
and relevant personnel of emergency
notifications, such as when a Harvest and
Vehicle Movement Ban has been imposed in
our Shire. If you are not currently receiving
the messages and would like to receive
updates, please visit:
www.wongan.wa.gov.au/community/emer
gency-management/harvest-and-vehicle-
movement-bans.aspx to sign up now or
alternatively visit the Shire Administration
Service Centre for assistance in signing up. 

Upcoming Office Closures
Friday 5  December - 3pm to 4:30pmth

💧 AQUA AEROBICS UPDATE 💧
The Shire has been advised that Judy is unable to
conduct Aqua Aerobics classes this term due to
injury.

The program will be revisited in the new year, and
we will share further updates once available.

Thank you for your understanding. 💙


